
Research Data Policy 

Background 

1. Management of data is an essential part of good research practice and all 
researchers in the University have an obligation to record, store and archive their 
data appropriately.  This brings with it the assurance that data supporting 
publications are available for analysis and will enable access by other researchers 
who could use the data, thus maximising the effectiveness of our research funding.  
The precise requirements of this and the procedures that should be used is a very 
complex issue when considering the wide range of information generated in 
research.  Thus the primary responsibility for research data management lies with 
individual researchers, and it is these staff who need to consider each individual 
project, whether it is appropriate to archive data and exactly what data should be 
stored.  However, this policy sets out our expectations, support and processes that 
are aimed at ensuring that research data from Lancaster is managed in the best 
possible way. 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THIS IS A RAPIDLY EVOLVING ENDEAVOUR SO THAT THE 
UNIVERSITY WILL BE CONTINUALLY AIMING TO DEVELOP THESE GUIDELINES. 

What should researchers do? 

2. Researchers at Lancaster University will identify which projects are appropriate and 
which data are to be archived.  In this context they will then manage their data in 
such a way that they: 

 ensure research data and records are accurate, complete, authentic and reliable; 

 meet funding body grant requirements; 

 ensure that confidentiality and anonymisation requirements are achieved; 

 

/media/lancaster-university/content-assets/documents/res/research-governance--ethics/Ethics-code-of-practice_July2021.pdf


(V) 

/media/lancaster-university/content-assets/documents/strategic-planning--governance/records-management/RecordRetentionScheduleGuidanceV1.3.pdf
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4.4 establish a review group, chaired by the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research and 
Enterprise), that will act as a point of advice and reference on decisions over 
the nature of data that needs to be archived; 

4.5 review annually, through the University Research Committee, this policy and 
the progress of the implementation plan; 

4.6 consider collaborative approaches to data storage with other Universities. 

Supporting resources 

5. Guidance on how to store data and the current requirements of major funders can 
be found at the Research Support Office Website. 

http://www.lancs.ac.uk/depts/research/
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Appendix 2 

Funders policies 

Many funders now require that data management and sharing plans form part of the 
research application.  The 

http://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/data-management-plans/funders-requirements
https://www.dcc.ac.uk/guidance/policy/funders-data-policies/ahrc
https://www.dcc.ac.uk/guidance/policy/funders-data-policies/bbsrc
https://www.dcc.ac.uk/guidance/policy/funders-data-policies/cancer-research-uk
https://www.dcc.ac.uk/guidance/policy/funders-data-policies/epsrc
https://www.dcc.ac.uk/guidance/policy/funders-data-policies/esrc
https://www.dcc.ac.uk/guidance/policy/funders-data-policies/mrc
https://www.dcc.ac.uk/guidance/policy/funders-data-policies/nerc
https://www.dcc.ac.uk/guidance/policy/funders-data-policies/stfc
https://www.dcc.ac.uk/guidance/policy/funders-data-policies/wellcome-trust

